The Port in Summer

Over June and July 27 cargo ships arrived at ABP’s Port of King’s Lynn and 28 departed, with 11 and 16 in ballast respectively.
Timber from the forested nations of Scandinavia and the Baltic remain Lynn’s principal import as it has since the 1850s.  Three vessels sailed from Riga (Latvia’s capital) to our Wash port each with full cargoes.  A fourth full cargo was shipped from Kristinenhamn which is an inland port in Sweden. Four part-cargoes of timber were discharged by ships which had first called at Hull (3) and Seaham (1).  
Salt ships from the Netherlands and Germany arrive in Lynn on regular monthly runs.  MV Fluvius Plym carried single consignments from both Harlingen on the north Dutch coast and Wismar on the German Baltic.  A third cargo of salt was transported from Harlingen to Lynn by MV Eems Spirit.
The salt exported from Wismar to Lynn involves the extraction and processing of rock salt at a large works (565 employees) at Bernburg in east Germany.  It is in demand for industrial purposes, livestock feed, de-icing roads and food seasoning amongst other uses.
Occasional cargoes of aggregates for the construction industry are shipped to Lynn from Glensanda on Scotland’s west coast.  Over this period there were two loads both landed by MV Fri Ocean.
Lynn was for centuries a major exporter of wheat but in recent times it is sometimes imported.  MV Baltic Skipper discharged a cargo from Mukran which is a tiny port on the German Baltic island of Rügen,  A second consignment was landed by MV Simon B from Korsor which is a small port of 14000 inhabitants in Denmark.
MV Baltic Grain imported a cargo of coke in bulk from Gdynia on the Polish Baltic destined for the sugar beet factory at Wissington near Lynn.
 A mixed cargo of maize and soya was transported to Lynn by MV Eems Sky from Bordeaux on the French Atlantic coast.
Lynn’s exports were the usual staple commodities with which readers will be familiar.  Single cargoes of barley were taken by both MV Fluvius Plym and MV Breb Trader to Eemshaven which is a port on the north Dutch coast opened in 1973.  A third consignment was carried by MV Fluvius Axe to Dordrecht in the same country.
There was a single cargo of malt barley carried coastwise to Buckie on Scotland’s Moray Firth by MV Fri Kvam.  Using the shipping lanes around Britain’s coast to move heavy bulk good helps to reduce the number of HGV’s on the roads.
Beans for animal feed are frequently exported from Lynn to Norway and three vessels each transported single cargoes to Floro.  A fourth consignment was taken by MV Wilson Mosel to Eiggersund also on the south-west coast of that country.
The growth of the mini mountain of recycled metal on the Bentinck Dock was again kept in check by four shipments.  MV Truffaldino and MV Ultramar each transported loads to Rotterdam which is Europe’s biggest port from where merchandise is distributed by river and rail throughout Europe.  The Dutch capital of Amsterdam was the destination of MV Waterway with a third cargo.  MV Meike sailed with the fourth consignment to Ghent which is an historic inland port in Belgium.
Associated British Ports (ABP) owns the port estate and riverside quay which can accommodate the largest vessels using Lynn.  Pilotage for ABP is provided by the King’s Lynn Conservancy Board (KLCB) whose offices are on Common Staith.  The maintenance of buoys in the Wash is also its responsibility to ensure safe navigation to and from the Port.
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